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Dermatological Tour Japan, Okinawa And Korea 
Harry Arnold, M.D. 


Straub Clinic, Honolulu, Hawaii 


Dr. Arnold one our country’s 
leading young dermatologists. has 
genuine interest Hansen’s 
monograph the subject. as- 
sociate editor the quarterly Interna- 
tional Journal Leprosy, and editor 
the Hawaii Medical Journal. 

Harry Arnold talented writer 
with clear and distinctive style, and 
when heard that was going 
inspection tour Army hospitals 
the Far East felt sure would 
miss the opportunity also visit 
asked Dr. Arnold 
write article for THE STAR about 
these responded sending 
copy his travelogue intended for 
publication Proceedings the Straub 
Clinic. With Dr. Arnold’s permission, 
have abridged his travelogue and 
edited some the terminology. 
course, selected all material the 
travelogue pertaining Dr. 
visits institutions. sincerely 
regret that space limitations make 
impossible for publish this in- 
formative travelogue its entirety. It’s 
that good, 


Abbreviations keynote the mid- 
twentieth century, and the Army makes 
full use them. The overall Army or- 
ganization the Far East called 
USAFFE, just AFFE (Army Forces, 
Far East), and includes such divi- 
mand) and KComZ (Korean 
munications Zone). even found my- 
self trying decipher the meaning 
ARMED sign Seoul pointing 
the Armed Forces Chapel—and 
denly succeeded. 

This the informal report 
month’s tour Japan, Korea and 
Okinawa Consultant the Sur- 
geon General, Department the Army, 
dermatology, made during October 
1954, company with Colonel Fred 
Mowrey, Chief Medical Consultant 
the Office the Surgeon General, De- 
partment the Army; Colonel Paul 
Fancher, Chief Medical Consultant, 
AFFE, and Colonel Robert Hidgon, 
Chief Dermatological Consultant, 

Col. Mowrey and left Hickam 
Field P.M. September 30, 
MATS Super-Constellation operated 
the Navy, with reclining seats fac- 
ing the rear the 
comfortable arrangement 
ian airlines would well adopt. 
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landed Wake ten hours later 
flying time, but thirty-one hours 
P.M. October clock and 
calendar, having crossed the Interna- 
tional Date Line and lost entire day. 
was comforted Mark Twain’s re- 
flection that those lost days are all sal- 
vaged and put use east-bound 
people, there really waste. After 
two hour stop Wake, took off 
just after midnight, early Oc- 
tober and flew the 1,700 remaining 
miles Tokyo seven hours, landing 
Haneda Airport near Yokohama. 


Japan 


Col, Paul Fancher, our host and 
guide and mentor for the trip, met 
the airport with Major Hall the 
Visitors’ Bureau, who attended all 
the details immigration, customs, 
baggage, money changing, and 
short order, were comfortably in- 
stalled the air-conditioned Dai 
Hotel Tokyo, which the Army oper- 
ates sort club for officers and 
civilians, both resident and transient. 

had lunch that day—Japanese, and 
delicious—with Professor and Mrs. 
Kanehiko Kitamura. Professor 
Dermatology the University Tok- 
Medical School, and the after 
noon visited his department there. 

one the next morning re- 
turned the Dai Iti Hotel, met 
old friend. Dr. James Doull, the 
Leonard Wood Memorial, Washington, 
D.C., and Dr. Fred Kluth, Corpus 
Christi, Texas, just checking from 
three months’ visit Okinawa, where 
they had been sampling the popula- 
tion determine the incidence Han- 
sen’s disease there, They had set 
population sample persons 
whom 10,550 had been examined; 
all but 876 the missing 5,556 had 
been excused for valid reason. They 
found only cases HD, all them 
tuberculoid, and inactive. seemed 
possible that some the missing and 
unexcused 876 might have stayed away 
because they thought they had Han- 
sen’s disease, but Dr. Doull did not 
think this was serious criticism the 
survey. 
Sunday, October were 
shown around the city Col. and Mrs. 
Higdon. Tokyo impressive city, 
roughly populous New York, but 
far smaller and more crowded. The fol- 
lowing morning met, together 
with Dr. Frank Berry (the New York 
chest surgeon now serving Assistant 
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Secretary Defense for Health and 
Welfare), Drs, Doull and Kluth, and 
the Medical Headquarters Staff 
AFFE, the office Major General 
Earle Standlee, Chief Surgeon AFFE, 
Camp Zama, about hour and 
half southwest Tokyo, Medical prob- 
lems current significance 
Army were discussed; Dr. 
sented the results his and Dr. Kluth’s 
Okinawan survey; Col. Mowrey and 
were formally launched our con- 
sulting tour. 

The next morning, October 
made dermatology ward rounds 
commendably few 
patients the Tokyo Army Hospital 
Annex, and saw his well-organized de- 
partment. After lunch took off 
Beechcraft L-23 for 
Fancher, Colonel Mowrey, Colonel 
Higdon, and Fuji-san, Fujiyama 
(or Mount Fuji) known the Jap- 
anese and designated Air Force 
maps, was poking its geometrically con- 
ical top, still black and snowless, well 
above the clouds, and the pilot obliged 
flying right its rim and 
slowly circling while took photo- 
graphs. 

Colonel Roy Roberts, Chief Med- 
icine Osaka Army Hospital, 
the drove the hos- 
pital, which was ably commanded 
long-time dermatologist friend mine. 
Colonel George Prasak, and served der- 
matologically very capable fashion 
Major Randolph Trice, 

The following day the Southern 
Honsju Medical Society—of which 
were ali made regular members—met 
the hospital and was addressed 
Dr. Edith Potter the University 
early diagnosis Hansen’s disease. 

The following day Colonel Higdon 
and left Colonel Fancher and 
Mowrey pursue their official visit 
Kyoto. two, accompanied 
Masao Sakamoto, young Japanese in- 
terne the Army Hospital and son 
the Professor Psychiatry Osaka 
Medical School, took the train for Oka- 
yama. Dr. Sakamoto had arranged 
telephone for pay visit Naga- 
Aiseien Hospital for Hansen’s 
disease, which noteworthy for its size 
(1,600 patients), beauty (it 
land the lovely Inland Sea), and 
the distinction being the head- 
quarters the most famous, and one 
the most able 

—(continued page 
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Dermatological Tour 
—(continued from page 


Kensuke Mitsuda, whose name im- 
mortalized his invaluable skin test 
for resistance Hansen’s disease, the 
lepromin Mitsuda reaction. 

were met Okayama Station 
driver and 1937 Chevrolet, which 
bounced along for hour and 
half over rough, narrow dirt road 
through paddy fields and little villages. 

Our road ended picturesque lit- 
tle fishing harbor the end long, 
narrow bay, where boarded 30- 
passenger Diesel launch for the fifteen- 
minute trip over calm water the is- 
land. There disembarked and were 
mile the administration build- 
ing the institution, gloomy two- 
story frame structure, were ushered 
into the front parlor, which 
like such waiting rooms many other 
Japanese institutions were see, 
small circular table with large square 
tablecloth old-fashioned 
chairs. Tea was served, and few 
minutes Dr. Mitsuda appeared greet 
us. was moderately tall, slightly 
stooped man 79, little uncertain 
his footing but otherwise vigorous 
appearance, and most genial and friend- 
ly. His features were handsome and 
rather aquiline, with long nose and 
firm chin. 

After session upstairs beginning 
with pictures cases and the insti- 
tution, explained Dr. Mitsuda 
through Dr. Sakamoto’s 
and ending with jelly roll and coffee, 
were taken rounds through the 
laboratory (where gross and misroscop- 
specimens were displayed) and 
wards. Here Dr. Mitsuda showed 
several ordinary cases and several most 
extraordinary ones, notably diffuse 
the rare else- 
where, but quite common Japan—in 
which there almost complete loss 
hair except for narrow bands along the 
course the principal arteries. 

the 1,600 patients here, were 
astonished learn that 700 were re- 
ceiving daily intravenous Promin—Jap- 
anese made, and therefore relatively in- 
expensive—chiefly because, Dr. Mitsuda 
said, like it.” (This true 
patients Hawaii, Dr. Chung-Hoon 
tells me.) The annual mortality here 
had fallen from per cent 0.5 per 
cent since its introduction about five 
They have -about 
three babies born year, and 
these well children are housed and 
schooled the island, separate from 
the patients. There are ten public and 
three private hospitals for Hansen’s dis- 
ease Japan, Dr. Mitsuda told us, and 
the incidence the disease draft ex- 


aminations has fallen over the past fifty 
years, from 1.5 0.1 per 1,000, where 
has remained for the last four years. 

returned Okayama the eve- 
ning and registered the Koraku 
Hotel there, attractive, picturesque, 
immaculate place where English was 
spoken and the wore alter- 
nately kimono and obi, and Western 
sweater and skirt, depending the 
gravity the occasion and time day. 

noon entrained for Fukuoka, 
the southern island Kyushu. 
had pleasant ten-hour trip, partly 
the mountains but mostly right along 
the shore the beautiful Inland Sea, 
passing through still pretty 
ing Hiroshima, huge seaport, the 
way. were met the station 
Fukuoka Colonel Ralph Marx, com- 
manding officer the Army Hospital 
there, and his executive, and taken 
our very comfortable quarters the 
officers’ club, where joined the last 

The next day, after making ward 
rounds, and seeing few skin cases 
consultation, talked the staff 
the diagnosis Hansen’s disease. After 
lunch, were driven the airport 
and returned Tokyo Marine 
6-54, flying over the shore the In- 
land Sea almost the whole way, six 
hour flight. 


Korea 


the afternoon October 11, 
were issued wool uniforms—wool shirts. 
trousers, field boots, waterproof jackets, 
cap, poncho, wear Korea. 
The next morning 6:30, having risen 
3:15 for our hour and half ride 
Tachikawa Airport northwest Tok- 
yo, took off for Korea the enor- 
mous Douglas C-124 Globemaster troop 
carrier. has room for 200 field- 
equipped troops 125 litter cases—or, 
would guess, four large metropolitan 
busses, two top two. The flight 
was uneventful, and found the uni- 
form, field boots and all, extremely 
comfortable, 


were met Brigadier 
Paul Robinson and Colonel Bruno Jes- 
tremski, both Medical Corps, 
spectively the Surgeon and the Consult- 
ant Medicine the Eight Army. Col- 
onel Jastremski had made the arrange- 


ments for our traveling about Korea, 


and was our immediate host; and 
could not possibly have had more 
congenial effective one. 

Highlights our first day were the 
observation that most the Korean 
patriarchs had sold their picturesque 
conical black horsehair top hats and 
were wearing either soft felt hats 
sun helmets; the generally clean, heavy 
white linen clothing worn most old- 


persons, both men and women, 
permanent mourning for their deceased 
parents; and the graceful 
turesque short jacket and colorful long 
velvet skirt the younger Korean 
women, Both city streets and country 
roads are poor repair and very dusty. 

The following day drove north 
jeeps, and visited MASH (Mobile 
Army Surgical Hospital), commanded 
Lt. Colonel John White, and then 
the broad valley one our 
most advanced units, Marine medical 
company commanded Lieut. (jg) 
Calvin Openshaw Salt Lake City. 
There had lunch hillside tent 
overlooking broad fertile plain just 
few miles south the 38th parallel. 
were flown Marine helicopter 
outpost overlooking the De- 
militarized Zone across from the city 
Kaesong and just south the big 
Quonset headquarters Operation 
Glory. 

The helicopters (they call them 
then flew back the 
Division Command Post, from which 
jeeped back Most interest- 
ing from the air were the curious and 
unique Korean tombs, like scoop 
ice cream six feet diameter lying 
saucer fifteen feet across, and all cov- 
ered with grass, 

The following day spent the 
morning Seoul, visiting two hospi- 
tals—Severance Hospital, long, estab- 
lished American mission hospital and 
medical school, and the ROK 
Army Hospital and the laboratory 
the Korean Ministry Health. 

After lunch Sunday, all drove 
back north the 43d MASH Uijong- 
bu, speak before the third anniver- 
sary meeting the famous 38th Paral- 
lel Medical Society. There were rough- 
150 medical officers, dental officers, 
nurses and other related personnel 
the audience, including some from the 
Turkish, Swedish, Greek, Australian 
and Canadian forces. were all pre- 
sented with beautiful certificates 
honorary membership the Society, 


which were decorated with colored re- 


productions the shoulder patches 
all the American and U.N. military 
units the Korean Theater Opera- 
tions. That night left Seoul die- 
sel electric train for Pusan. 

Colonel Oswald Jensen, the dermat- 
ologist and commanding officer the 
Station Hospital, which was situ- 
ated pleasant beach just outside 
Pusan, met the station and drove 
his quarters, the corner the 
hospital grounds. After breakfast Father 
Willhelm, the hospital chaplain, took 
settlement few miles down the shore. 
occupies isolated but unfenced 
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pleasant little valley, running down 
sheltered bay; and though there 
room for rice fields, they raise most 
their own vegetables and also quite 
supply chickens, pigs, and rabbits. 
They believe rabbit meat good for 
Hansen’s disease, especially face lesions. 
Dr. Burgess, Australia, visits them 
periodically from the mission hospital 
Pusan and helps them get medi- 
cine, which apparently chronically 
short supply. There generally enough 
DDS for all the children, but the adults 
get theirs somewhat irregularly. 

the afternoon the three 
spoke again, Dr. Matthews psy- 
chiatric subject, Colonel Mowrey 
hepatitis, and diagnosis Han- 
sen’s disease, this time before the Pu- 
san Section the KComZ (Korea Com- 
munications Zone) Medical and Dental 
Society. were honorary members 
it, after had spoken before their 
Taegu division the following day, 
the 25th Station 

this institution were met 
Colonel Floyd Wergeland, Surgeon for 
KComZ, and the hospital’s CO, Capt. 
Tamin Najm, Turkish American 
medical officer. Here Taegu, 
were able visit another hospital, 
operated the Presbyterian Mission 
Hospital. This was quite unlike the Pu- 
san institution, with 
stead houses, and separation men 
from women, which seemed curiously 
effective, despite the any 
fence for the purpose. They had 1,100 
patients, 150 them children. Dr. Ken- 
neth Scott, missionary surgeon 
from Philadelphia, was overall 
charge though they have resident 
Korean physician the institution. 

Captain James Thompkins, just out 
his dermatologic training with Steph- 
Rothman Chicago, was the der- 
matologist here and accompanied our 
tour the Our guide the 
trip was Dr. Ernesto Oliveira, 
thin, intense, intelligent Portuguese 
physician assigned KCAC (Korean 
Civil Assistance Command) 

left the Taegu airport for Japan 
the morning the 20th, C-124 
again, and arrived our hotel about 


Next day took off with 


Colonel Fancher this time, for RYCOM 
(Ryukyu Command), the Army 
Occupation Okinawa. 


Okinawa 


Okinawa has Florida’s weather.and 
lot Hawaii’s plants. This 
land the group miles long and 
wide. The original Okinawans 
spoke language related that the 
Ainu people north Japan, whom 
they bear some physical resemblance. 
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They were subjugated Chinese 
around thousand years ago and 
couple hundred years 
ago, and their language, culture and 
dress are now thoroughly Japanese, 

After dinner, our first evening, Col- 
onel Mowrey and spoke the hos- 
pital staff rheumatic fever and Han- 
sen’s disease, respectively, and had 
pleasantly long and leisurely discussion 
both subjects. The mild, humid 
breeze wafting through the room felt 
like the air Hawaii. 

The next morning, with Major Lane 
USCAR (Not second-hand car deal- 
er, means United States Civil Ad- 
ministration, Ryukus) guide, 
drove north along the shore the East 
China Sea almost far Iwo Jima 
(where Ernie Pyle was killed), and 
then across Yagachi Island, bay 
the northwest shore, where Airakuen 
(Garden Pleasure) Hospital 
situated. 

the hospital—which was severely 
bombarded during the invasion some 
ten years ago but has been fairly well 
rebuilt now—we were welcomed the 
cian, Dr. Kojun Oyadamori. Corporal 
Stanley Nakata, from 
terpreted for us, and made tour 
the institution. They had 930 cases 
all, them children; only 120 were 
bacteriologically negative, and their dis- 
charge rate seemed excellent, about 130 
per year with only admissions, Most 
treatment was with Promin Diasone, 
but they were planning switch 
DDS economy measure. 

Tuberculosis Okinawa serious 
problem, with 4,000 cases, 400 annual 
deaths, and only 240 beds—210 these 
all deteriorating quonsets, 
main island, 

October 27, had pleasant 
and leisurely flight Sendai, north- 
ern Honshu, DeHavilland L-20. 
were met the airport the XVI 
Corps Surgeons, Brig. General Mack 
Green, and the the 8166th Army 
Unit Hospital there Lt. Colonel 
McCreary*, who took our 
fortable billets the fourth floor 
hospital, which occupied, like the one 
Fukuoka, former insurance com- 
pany building. 

made medical rounds with the 
able chief the medical service, Major 
Robert Hall, the cases being well pre- 
sented Captain John Thayer, erst- 
while associate Captain Casimer 
Domzalski’s Fort MacArthur, 
the Fukuoka Hospital, they were bear- 
ing well under the handicap not 

*This the same Dr. McCreary who 
served the Carville staff from 1932 


1941, when entered military service, just 
prior 


having dermatologist, 

The next day, rainy weather pre- 
vented our planned continuation north 
Camp Haugen, and even delayed our 
return Tokyo; but made it, all 
right, flying 300 500 feet elevation 
along the beautiful pine-fringed shore 
line, under the seaward edge huge 
fog bank, unusually scenic flight. 

The following afternoon spent 
hour seeing skin cases Tokyo 
Army Hospital Annex with Lt. Colonel 
Hallinger and Captain Senn, and an- 
other hour with Colonel Blumberg and 


his pathology staff the 406th Labora- 
tory. 


The next morning drove Yoko- 
hama, the harbor city adjacent Tok- 
the south, and were warmly wel- 
comed the 8168th Army Unit there 
Commanding Officer, Colonel Allen 
Ramsey. spoke the staff meeting, 
after medical rounds, and the after- 
noon drove south Yokosuka for 
brief visit the Navy base there. 

That evening Colonel Higdon and 
stayed Yokohama attend the ban- 
quet proceding the annual meeting 
the East Japan Dermatological Society, 
guests Professor Yoshikuni Nogu- 
chi the Yokohama Medical College. 
The following morning Colonel Hig- 
don and with Lt. Colonel Hallinger 
and Captain Senn attended the meet- 
ing which was half case presentations 
and half presentation photographs, 


Homeward Bound 


The next day, November Colonel 
Mowrey and flew back Hawaii— 
leaving Tokyo noon, stopping two 
Midway time) and arriving 
the same day, four hours before 
left. had collected that lost day! 
figured had flown about 10,000 
miles, pretty nearly every type mili- 
tary passenger aircraft except C-47 
had worked hard, but had certainly 
been the most privileged tourists. 
felt had seen military medicine its 
best—and its best very good indeed. 
Good is, however, the Army needs 
medical help from civilian sources for 
special purposes. The problem in- 
ducement keep physicians mili- 
tary service serious The major- 
ity those below the rank Lt, Col- 
are returning civilian life fast 
regulations permit, 

physician, was proud the co- 
operation saw among medical men 
all nations; illness, and the practice 
medicine, make brothers all. 
hope trip was educational for some 
the doctors whom spoke and 
with whom consulted. know was 
educational for me. 
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There Have Been Some Changes Made 


now apparent that when Dr. 
Gordon became Medical Officer 
Charge this hospital, about year 
and half ago, most appropriate 
theme song for the new administration 
would have been that once popular old 
ditty, Some Changes 
Made.” There have been. Plenty. 
Changes policy, management, 
operating procedures, and the physi- 
cal plant itself. 

January 1954, the patient en- 
rollment here was 365. this number 
patients were listed arrested cases 
(bacteriologically Janu- 
ary 1955, the patient enrollment 
this hospital was 326 and this num- 
ber patients were listed arrested 
cases, This statistical data brings 
the most important significant 
change, the change policy towards 
the “arrested free 
“go home.” 

For administrative purposes, the “ar- 
rested cases” have been considered 
three categories, identified the MOC 
(1) physically able-bodied patients, 
(2) partially disabled 
cases, and (3) “permanently disabled,” 
such the blind and severely handi- 
capped patients, Early January 1954, 
patients the first category were asked 
leave. was suggested patients 
the second category that they consider 
leaving. Patients the third category 
were assured that they would not have 
leave, but they could leave rela- 
tives friends were willing care for 
them. 

Despite such assurances, this new 
icy created spirit unrest and uncer- 
tainty among the patients (to this date, 
not entirely dissipated). 
committee, representing 
the patient-body, met with the MOC 
and the Clinical Director January 
13, 1954, present their views. 

was pointed out that patients who 
came Carville the pre-sulfone era, 
prior 1941, had been here for 
years, and many cases much longer, 
and even though some them might 
fortunately fall the first and second 
categories, their homes had 
ken, contact with relatives they 
had place go, and without some 
sort rehabilitation, they were un- 
able enter the. competitive world, 
and particular, overcome the un- 
social stigma, discrimination 
and fear, too often still associated with 
the individual who has the disease, even 
though arrested. 

The MOC reminded the patients, 
“You are caught swirl chang- 
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ing Emphasizing that was 
talking about “physically 
patients only (first the MOC 
said boiled down whether one was 
able work, without going into all the 
sented the patients. Dr. Gordon de- 
clared, would derelict our 
duty did not suggest these pa- 
tients that they leave. necessary 
our educational program.” 

The patients recognized the desirabil- 
ity physically able patients who en- 
tered this hospital during the sulfone 
era returning their homes. 
stated the patients’ agenda, “we believe 
their best interest and the inter- 
est the educational program Han- 
sen’s disease, integrating such pa- 
tients back into society self-support- 
ing citizens. This applies particularly 
new patients, meaning those hospi- 
talized here for number months, 

Though the policy towards the physi- 
cally able and partially able patient 
eligible for discharge certainly more 
and positive under the new 
administration than ever before, the lot 
this class patients, through the 
years, has not always been happy one. 
far back 1934, the local American 
Legion Post took cognizance this 
situation resolution, read- 
ing part, “In the past such patients 
have often refrained from taking pait 
community projects and meetings 
controversial nature because their 
fear being ‘kicked out’ they ex- 
pressed opinion variance with that 
held the Administration. feel 
this not good for the patients’ own 
morale the morale the community 
whole,” 


But getting back 1954 and its 
changes, and still the subject the 
“discharged” patient physically able 
leave Carville, last spring patients 
this category holding part-time govern- 
ment jobs, (all patient jobs 
time and not come under Civil Serv- 
ice—these jobs require performance 
work hours less each week) were 
advised that their services would 
terminated, accordance with recom- 
mendations made the Employment 
Board, and such patients would, the 
future, deemed ineligible for assign- 
ment retention patient employ- 
ment. This policy also applies pa- 
tient employees private enterprises 
here, such the shops, owned pa- 
tients, and the canteen, owned and 
operated the Patients’ Federation. 
However, patient employees, whose 


cases become arrested, are given long 
months make arrangements, 
with the assistance the Social Service 
Department, for their living outside the 
hospital, 


Prior this new policy concerning 
employment DPs, some 
tients (not discharged) lost their jobs 
attendants the Infirmary. The 
men were replaced civil service em- 
ployees who had been watchmen the 
jail the walks. Some the women 
patients also lost their jobs and were re- 
placed women from 
hood, some whom were already work- 
ing here other These 
changes, according the MOC, were 
made the interest better medical 
care. Employees were trained before be- 
ing assigned attendants, not pre- 
viously qualified. 

Another change policy that both 
husband and wife cannot 
time patient jobs. not unusual for 
patients meet and married while 
here, and both work. However, those- 
who were already the payroll are not 
affected. There are still patients 
part-time government jobs and work- 
ing relief (as January 1955). The 
figures for January 1954 were 122 part- 
time employees and working relief. 


Private Cottages 


Several the patients—discharged, 
grounds, thought they did. Through 
the years, patients have built remod- 
eled these cottages and when they left, 
sold rented them other patients. 
All this was done, course, with the 
permission past Administrations, 
Now the subject the patients’ private 
cottages seems caught the en- 
tanglements legal technicalities, tech- 
nicalities which, doubt, 
fore but were disregarded. DP’s, any 
other cottage owners, cannot sell their 
cottages, although they are permitted 
rent them other patients under 
private agreement, until the subject 
ownership clarified. Since the 
tages are all government land, 
assumed they are government property. 
However, understand the Public 
Health Service giving sympathetic 
consideration this problem and there 
owners, some whom have consider- 
able investment. Reimbursement might 
require Congressional appropriation, 


General Visitors 
the spring 1954, new policy 


January 
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was established with regard “general 
time patient job was created. The duties 
this job are divided between work 
the Men’s Infirmary and acting 
tour guide. General non-professional 
visitors are admitted the hospital 
specified hours only for conducted 
tours (there are three such tours day, 
10:00 a.m., 1:00 and 2:00 
was not until the spring 1946 
that general visitors were admitted 
this hospital. Unless one asked for some 
particular person, was likely 


turned away—many were. that time, 


THE STAR coooperation with the 
Patients’ Federation prevailed upon the 
MOC, Dr. Faget, change this 
policy. presented facts show that 
our educational program was being de- 
feated own doorstep. THE 
STAR staff assumed the responsibility 
escorting visitors around the com- 
munity and carried until 
change policy. There were special 
hours except the regular general 
hours from 9:00 a.m. 4:30 p.m. Gen- 
eral visitors Carville have done 
great deal lift the veil mystery 
and secrecy that for too long has sur- 
rounded, not only the disease, but the 
place Carville, itself. They came, they 
saw, and they went away ready, most 
willing and able, from first hand 
knowledge correct misconceptions. 
our opinion that cannot have too 
many visitors, particularly 
trend encouraging discharged 
tients leave. The policy for relatives 
and friends visiting the has not 
changed, the hours remain 7:00 a.m. 
7:00 p.m, Children under are not ad- 
mitted any time. 


Landmarks Closed 


Two landmarks local renown were 
closed during the year 1954, the jail 


detention building, February, 


ber. House 42, the only one the old 
buildings left standing (patients’ quart- 
ers prior the 1940 
gram), will soon demolished. 
Reference has been made the 
watchmen who were duty the jaii 
and their conversion attendants 


the Infirmary. Carville had watchmen 


duty around the clock until 1954. 
None today, except night, and 
also takes the milk wagon its night- 
rounds. 


the Move 


“Monte Carlo’s” activities have been 
transferred the “Carville Commun- 
ity Center,” one the two story build- 
ings, formerly dormitory. 
relocated the “Center” all under 
one roof, formerly different build- 
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ings, are offices various patients’ or- 
ganizations and shops (private enter- 
prises such miniature department 
store, gift shop, hand laundry, press 
shop, The Occupational Therapy 
formerly housed two 
widely separated rooms, one Quon- 
set Hut, the other the Infirmary, has 
been consolidated into one room 
formerly used for meetings and parties, 
one the utility buildings near the 
Infirmary. 


Infirmary Annex 


There has been talk here for good 
many years about special building for 
psychiatric cases, some whom were 
the Infirmary, few small house 
built for another purpose, and one 
two the detention building, with 
proper care practically impossible un- 
der the circumstances. change this 
situation, without further delay, one 
the regular dormitory buldings was con- 
verted for this purpose annex 
the Like the Infirmary, 
staffed “outside Civil em- 
ployees, men and women. 


Demolished 


The bulldozer has had busy 
this year. The old dairy barns (the 
was closed May 1953, after operat- 
ing for years the grounds this 
hospital) have been razed, leaving only 
the newer buildings, those good re- 
repair, used for storage purposes. 

Two the privately owned cottages, 
badly dilapidated, were demolished. 
The old bandstand “under the oaks,” 
scene many picnic and dance, came 
down, Sanitation standards were raised 
when chicken houses, rabbit warrens 
and dove cotes were razed, Animal and 
poultry husbandry, flourishing 
business enterprises for some the pa- 
tients, now belong the past, 


Innovations 


Much the acreage the hospital 
grounds has been mowed and the hay 
baled labor from the nearby St. Gab- 
riel Prison Farm. This kind work 
was formerly done government sta- 
tion labor, Practically all the fences 
the rear the hospital grounds are 
down, but not the boundary fences, 
front, back and sides. fact, the side 
fence has been replaced new one, 
sans Carville’s old “hole the fence,” 
through which some our best citizens 
have passed, one time another. 
View certain changes, one might 
think there would need for 
“hole the fence.” However, during 
the year 1954, patients were listed 
AWOL. They were probably seeking 
change impossible bring about 
change climate, 


Another change seemingly impossible 
bring about through the years, but 
one which understand the MOC 
still working on, the change from di- 
rect current which 
operates alternating current. This 
one change everyone would welcome. 

The sweeping current change 
the very air here. There are rumors 
many other changes come 1955, 
but rumors only. However, one thing 
are certain, today not yesterday 
Carville. 


Further Research Recommended 


Further studies with different quali- 
ties radiation therapy Hansen’s 
disease and different methods appli- 
cation seem desirable, according 
nois radiologist, Eugene Lutter- 
beck and Dr. Irvin Hummon. Drs. 
Lutterbeck and Hummon 
conclusions pilot study skin 
lessions Carville patients. These 
patients were treated with single doses 
superficial contact roentgen radia- 
tion, ranging from 1,000 6,000 
air, and were observed for two years. 
Findings were reported paper 
Drs. Lutterbeck, Hummon, Wolcott 
and Johansen. “The Effect Roent- 
gen Rays Lepromatus Leprosy,” 
published the official periodical 
the Radiological Society North 
America, July 1954. The paper 
stated, lack available radiation 
therapy equipment Carville makes 
any continued research work 
project impossible for the present time. 
hoped, however, that eventually 
facilities will such permit fur- 
ther studies.” 

Arrangements for the pilot study 
were made through the combined ef- 
forts the local resident medical staff, 
the Public Health Service, Wash- 
ington, and the Leonard Wood Memo- 
During the course the study, Drs. 
Lutterbeck and Hummon made several 
trips Carville, at. their own expense. 
Since X-ray therapy equipment was 
evailable here, the doctors transported 
their own Phillips contact therapy ma- 
chine from Chicago the hospital 
car. 

Since last July, Dr. Lutterbeck has 
been charge the new department 
the Carle Memorial Hospital and 
Clinic, Urbana, Dr. Lutterbeck has 
been the private practice radiology 
Chicago since 1941, and since 1948 
has been member the attending 
staff the radiation center Cook 
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Xavier University Chorus directed Leo Frazier 


Christmas decorations are packed 
away, carols are not heard over the tow- 
chimes our Protestant Chapel, but 
the memories wonderful Yule sea- 
son will linger until the holidays 
come again. 

The Carville Christmas Special, bus 
load charming women the South- 
ern Bell Telephone Women’s Activities 
Club from the New Orleans office, 
headed Ann Koenig, division person- 
nel suprvisor, met groups 
Shreveport, Alexandria, New Iberia, 
Lafayette and Baton Rouge offices 
the recreation building here the 
ternoon December 19. 

They were closely followed this 
hospital’s big red fire engine with siren 
going full blast, bringing Santa Claus 
along help with the distribution 
personalized toeach and 
every patient here. Carolers, led Sis- 
ter Laura who directs the choir the 
Catholic Chapel here, accompanied 
Santa Claus, his sled piled high with 
gayly wrapped packages, and the 
Southern “Belles” around the walks 
deliver the gifts and bring the season’s 
man, New Orleans, Louisiana General 
Manager for Southern Bell, accompa- 
nied the group Carville, Early this 
year, Miss Koenig wrote, group 
Telephone folks, who were hand 
December 19, left Carville with warm 
feeling, and some were discussing plans 
for Christmas 1955.” These women left 


ie — 


Father Murphy and Jill Jackson 
(Note mural background painted 
eal artists.) 


behind them here 
hearts full the warm friendly spirit 
the season. 

Monday morning, December 20, 
with STAR staffers pinch hitting for 
Santa, gifts from the girls the Camp- 
bell Soup Chicago, and from the 
Edgewater Office Illinois Bell Tele- 
phone Co., Chicago, were delivered 
patients occupying the houses for hand- 
icapped and those the 
Miss Mae Fitzgerald has headed the 
project the Campbell Soup Co. for 
several years. Mrs. Edith 
gan sending gifts from the Bell 
Telephone girls nine years ago, when 
staged the first Community Christ- 
mas party, and the custom has contin- 
ued annually. Deep appreciation from 
the residents this community all 
the women who sent gifts Garville way 
this year. 

The ballroom our 
ing was transformed into snowy won- 
derland through the artistic efforts 
Chris, Walter, Fred, Arthur, Bobby and 
their helpers and when our guests sur- 
veyed the evening Dec. 19, 
great was their praise its beauty. 

The mixed chorus students from 
Xavier University, New Orleans, came 
bus with Father Edward Mur- 
phy, author Yankee Priest and other 
fine books, and charming Jackson 
radio station WWL. “femceed” the 
program, introducing Leo Frazier, who 
directed the chorus, and those 
splendidly trained young voices began 
filling the ballroom with their inspir- 
ing music, hushed silence fell over the 
audience. The hour and 
gram was thoroughly 
when Mr. Frazier suggested everyone 
preferred remain quiet, again listen- 
ing those beautiful voices, Father 
Murphy, who not only well known 
author but raconteur well, de- 
lighted the audience with several his 
inimitable stories. Acel Ross Mitchell 
and Mary Jane Caruso, both Carville 
favorites, entertained with songs popu- 
lar the New Orleans night spots. Mr, 
and Mrs. Jimmy Searles brought along 
their puppets, sponsored General 


Gas Co., Baton Rouge, lend variety 
the program, Later Mr. Searles’ dance 
band played for dancing. Traditional 
eggnog was served, through the courtesy 
the National Disabled American 
Veterans Auxiliary and Baton Rouge 
Voiture 340, Forty and Eight. The cook- 
ies were from Unit 19, American Le- 
gion Auxiliary, Jennings, La., and 
were delivered Mrs. Doris Hebert, 
President, and Mrs. Frances Thomas. 
Contributions the expense 
the party came from individuals, clubs, 
and groups many parts our coun- 
try. Each has received personal note 
appreciation for sharing the suc- 
cess the big party. 

Monday afternoon, Dec. 20, the 
annual Jolly Social Club Christmas par- 
was held the ballroom. Members 
this Club are all 
tients, and annually Delta Sigma Ep- 
silon Sorority sends gifts for each, Mrs, 
Dorothea Many, Baton Rouge, served 
mistress ceremonies and brought 
with her other entertainers including 
the Capitalaires, Mrs, Margery Madey, 
Lee Fortier and Hewitt Gomez. Mrs. 
Many gave several Christmas readings 
the delight her audience, and 
music and good fellowship was abun- 
cant. Mrs. (Mom) Miller, Shreve- 
port, favorite friend many Carvil- 
lians, arrived here time enjoy part 
the party, and greet friends who 
were attendance. Mom’s presence 
edded the final touch happiness 
event. 

Wednesday evening, December 22, 
the ballroom again was the scene 


Carville Christmas Special, with only 
few the nearly 100 Telephone Women 
camera range. 


January 


Holi 


McCormick, “Mom” Miller, Kitty 
Boudreaux, past president Spann 
Unit 188, Hattie Dayries, Melba Jenkins, 
Aline Stribbling, president the local unit, 
Grace Joy, treasurer, and Dora Hitzman, 
gather the Christmas tree distribute 
gifts. 


Christmas party. The Spann Unit 
188, American Legion Auxiliary, 
tained the veterans and school children 
freshments were furnished the Na- 
tional American Legion Auxiliary 
through Mrs. Lainson, President, 
and Mrs. Ruby Ward, rehabilitation 
chairman, The veterans 
gifts from the National DAV Auxiliary, 
through the national hospital chairman, 
Mrs, Florence Green, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Mrs. Melba Jenkins, Louisiana depart- 
ment president, Shreveport, gave each 
veteran brand new dollar bill from 
her Department. addition Mrs, 
Jenkins, Mrs. Hattie Dayries, vice- 
president the State; Mrs. Emile Hitz- 
man, hospital chairman Nicholson 
Unit, Baton Rouge; Mrs. 
Comick Destrehan, State chairman 
for the Carville hospital, Mrs. Mil- 
ler, Shreveport, and Edgar Dayries, 
who has just returned from service 
the Marine Corps Korea, were also 
here for the party. 

“Miracle Bethlehem,” directed 
Sister Laura and Sister Genevieve, with 
all patient cast, was presented the 
theatre Wednesday, Dec. 22, and 
again Friday, Dec. 24, The 3-act 
drama was the old, yet ever new, story 
the Nativity, beautifully done and 
inspiration everyone. 

Services the Protestant Chapel 
10:30 P.M. Christmas Eve were pre- 
ceded coffee hour the church 
parlors, After the beautiful candlelight 
service, many patients attended the tra- 
ditional mid-night Mass the Catholic 
Chapel which was preceded thirty 
minute program carols the choir, 

the sumptuous Christmas dinner 
served the cafeteria, patients, were 
given envelopes containing cash 
sent annually Lyons and his 
friends, New Orleans. Sunday, De- 
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Grand Finale Miracle Bethlehem 


cember 26, the Point Clair Lions Club 
entertained the patients House 
(Infirmary Annex) with refreshments, 
carol singing and cash gift for each. 
Throughout the holiday season the lo- 
cal Lions made themselves responsible 
for transporting all patients who needed 
assistance any and all the events 
going on. Members the Pt. Clair 
Lions Club lay emphasis 
ways throughout the year. Hank Simon 
currently serving president. 

Sandwiched between the many big 
parties were numerous private parties, 
and the holiday season came close 
with dance sponsored the Patients’ 
Federation New Year’s evening. Jim- 
Searles and his “biggest little band” 
Baton Rouge again played and the 
program ran the gamut from hot jive 
melodious waltzes. 

Mr. Kenneth Chrysler Capitol 
City Chapter DAV, called the 
veterans hospitalized here Saturday, 
18, bringing each box choco- 
lates enjoy during the holidays. 

Ory Poret, Baton Rouge, Louisi- 
ana Department Commander the 
Disabled American Veterans, presented 
THE STAR $50 gift certificate 
from Baton Rouge Record Shop, 
the evening December 19. Juke box 
records are purchased monthly from the 
fund handled our publication, This 
generous check will keep that jive mus- 
current for impromptu dancing. Mrs. 
Margaret D’Angelo, New Orleans, De- 
partment Commander the DAV Au- 
Mrs. Irma Griffatta, New Or- 
leans, and Mr. and Mrs. Perry Lucas, 
Baton Rouge, all the DAV and its 
auxiliary were here for the Community 

During intermission the dance, 
the teen-agers our community were 
delighted greet J.H. Morris, Baton 


Rouge, Chef Gare Voiture 340, 
when addition the season’s greet- 
ings gave each envelope contain- 
ing some spending money. Voiture 340 
has made this gift the youngsters 
our community annually for manv 
years. 

Mrs. Lucy Favrot, Baton Rouge, na- 
tional hospital chairman, United Span- 
ish War Veterans Auxiliary sent check 
with instructions for the larger part 
the only Spanish-American War 
veteran our patient body, and the 
remainder divided among handi- 
capped patients spending the holidays 
here. THE STAR was happy carry 
out “Miss instructions. 

Mr. Howard Liechty, managing 
editor the Ziegler Magazine for the 
Blind, Monsey, New York, sent check 
from anonymous friend for blind 
patients this community, Mrs. Her- 
man Moyse, Baton Rouge, also sent 
check used the same manner. 
Both checks were turned over Buddy 
Iglacies, president the Jolly Social 
Club THE STAR. 

Following our annual custom, the 
staff THE STAR renewed subscrip- 
tions the Reader’s Digest, English, 
groups patients Barat, Indo- 
nesia; Keifuen, Japan; Brisbane, Aus- 
tralia; Sungei Buloh, Malaya; Novali- 
ches, Cebu and Culion, Philippines, 
These particular groups patients 
have formed clubs study the English 
language and the Digest 
used assist them, 

The New Orleans Council Church 
Women have for many years brought 
homemade candy the patients dur- 
ing the This year Mrs. John 
Hasse, chairman this project, ac- 
companied two other members 
the Council, came our community 
December 16, pass out the sweet 
treats. 


PHS Place More Emphasis Research 


Upon recommendation the 
bureau Advisory Committee Lep- 
rosy the Public Health Service,” the 
Bureau Medical Services the PHS 
will place more emphasis clinical 
investigation Hansen’s disease 
Carville. For this purpose, Mr. Charles 
Butler, experienced medical tech- 
nician, reported for duty the local 
laboratory January 17. Mr. Butler 
came here from San Pedro, California, 
where was stationed the 
Public Health Service Out-Patient Clin- 
for the past three years. medical 
technician, Mr. Butler spent years 
the National Institutes Health, Beth- 
esda, Md., research arm the Public 
Health Service. During this time, 
worked six years the Biological Prod- 
ucts Control Laboratory, six years 
Rheumatic Heart Disease Investigation 
and three years the Virus Disease Re- 
search Department. was 
Army 414 years during WWII, After- 
wards, was duty for two years 
the PHS Clinic Houston, Texas. 


has also been 
added the local laboratory staff. She 
Miss Lula Cambre Carville village. 
Miss Cambre secretary the ever 
busy biochemist, Sister Hilary Ross, for 
many years the backbone the local 
lab. Until few years ago, the Carville 
laboratory had its staff two medical 
technicians experienced 
and resident pathologist. 

According the recommendations 
the Interbureau Advisory Commit- 
tee, “Medical officers with special in- 
terest and competence the field 
leprosy may assigned Carville for 
indefinite period permit develop- 
ment exceptional clinical skills 
research projects. 

with the disease process man, 
short, the patient. This the only 
research which will under- 
taken the Carville laboratory. How- 
ever. the Interbureau Committee also 
recommended that the PHS Bureau 
Stete Services undertake program 
basic research. Basic research con- 
cerned with laboratory procedures only, 
such attempts grow the Hansen’s 
bacillus outside the human body. “Ex- 
tension will depend upon results 
achieved and availability funds.” 

Recently Dr. Charles Shepard be- 
gan working basic research Han- 
sen’s disease the Public Health Serv- 
ice Virus Diseases laboratory Mont- 
gomery, Alabama. Dr. Shepard has 
distinguished scientific background. 
studied physiological chemistry Swe- 
den. was engaged research bio- 
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physics and microbiology the Rocky 
Mountain laboratory, and for time 
was duty the National Institutes 
Health, Bethesda, Maryland. 

The Research Grant programs the 
National Institutes Health afford the 
opportunity encourage studies 
universities and other non-federal fa- 
cilities, grant basic research 
Hansen’s disease was recently obtained 
Tulane’s famed School Tropical 
Medicine, New Orleans. This sig- 
nificant forward step research. 

While basic research un- 
dertaken the Carville staff, they will, 
course, cooperate every way with 
Shepard and with the Tulane 
group, Dr. Shepard has visited the Car- 
ville lab and scientists from 
have been here for number con- 
ferences. 

Commenting the research pro- 
gram, Dr. Gordon, Medical Of- 
ficer Charge this hospital, said, 
“Much thought and preparation in- 
this type work and although 
cannot help but enthused the 
progress are making this direc- 
tion not believe should expect 
too much too soon.” 

Hawaii Maps Research Program 


The Board Health the Terri- 
tory Hawaii also mapping new 
assault disease. Sulfone 
drugs Hawaii like Carville have 
arrested many cases and done much 
prevent the progressive crip- 
pling sometimes associated with the 
malady. But three-phase research pro- 
gram, doctors feel, may 
even more erase the disease for good 
public health problem, according 
news story the Honolulu Ad- 

The Board Health will ask the 
legislature for extra funds carry 
the research program. $30,000 
appropriation was denied. 
February, legislators will ponder the 
1955-57 request, this time for $35,000. 

Dr. Ira Hirschy who heads the divi- 
sion Hansen’s disease, 
time legislature will stamp the plea 
with approval, Here what Dr. Hir- 
schy and co-workers want do: 

Study sulfone dosages: 
tient may require different amount 
the drug. Proper sulfone doses given 
from the start treatment means the 
disease will arrested faster. Right 
now, dosages are mostly determined 
trial, 

Find method measure “blood 
responses” test for active Hansen’s 
disease bacteria. Doctors, then, could 


tell immediately the disease has been 

Culture human 
ria the laboratory. Attempts the 
past have mainly failed, Dr. Hirschy 
said, but laboratory specimens the 
bacteria would invaluable further 
studies the disease. 

successful research program will 
have important implications for the 
341 persons the Territory currently 
hospitalized with Hansen’s disease. 


Try Again Bills 


bill HR200, known “The Na- 
tional Leprosy Act” was reintroduced 
into Congress January Rep. 
Ashton Thompson (D—La., 7th Cong. 
District) according dispatch 
datelined Washington, This the same 
bill which failed passage several pre- 
vious Congresses although did have 
both House and Senate subcommittee 
hearings. 

Another attempt procuring citizen- 
ship residence for Joey Guerrero 
will made Rep. James Morrison 
Press reports datelined Wash- 
ington, January 11, reported the Con- 
gressman said will reintroduce his 
bill behalf the Filipino was hero- 
ine, who patient Carville, Mr. 
Morrison has introduced the bill 
two previous sessions but has not 
been acted the House Judiciary 
Committee. However, told report- 
er, mere introduction the bill serves 
its purpose since the Immigration Serv- 
ices makes attempt deport any 
person while bill granting that per- 
son citizenship_is pending Congress. 


Research from page 


County Hospital. Dr. Hummon iis di- 
rector this center. 

Radiation treatment Hansen’s dis- 
ease not new. reviewing medical 
literature this subject, Drs. Lutter- 
beck and Hummon point out that 
was first tried more than years ago 
Sequeira, and several other some- 
what encouraging reports have been 
published. 

Dr. Hugh Hare, Los Angeles, for- 
merly Professor Radiology Har- 
vard, has congratulated Dr. Lutterbeck 
and his associates their article. 
Hare favoring further research this 
direction stated, “Perhaps the most in- 
teresting problem, which confronts 
the present time, determine the 
dosage radiation necessary com- 
pletely inactivate the 
lus) 


January 
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Friend Indeed 


The word “friend” often misunder- 
stood. According Webster, 
one attached another esteem, 
respect, and affection; one not hostile 
another; one who favors another; 
and one who promotes another.” 
this additional willingness 
sistance which, our way thinking, 
separates true friend ac- 
quaintance. 

these standards, have friend 
indeed the American Legion Auxili- 
ary. Recent issues National News, 
the Auxiliary’s official magazine, con- 
tain articles which prove the genuine- 
ness the Auxiliary’s great interest 
patients with Hansen’s disease, and ex- 
patients. The December 1954 issue car- 
ried article Mrs. Ruby Ward 
West Va., National Rehab Chairman. 
Mrs, Ward expected visit Carville 
some time this year but one sec 
that she already conscious one 
our problems her article, which con- 
cerns “Jobs for the Disabled,” included 
the need combat fear—“fear em- 
ploying discharged tubercular, mental 
and Hansen’s disease patients,” help 
clear the situation, Mrs. Ward’s 
committee urging all Units locate 
and catalogue job opportunities for the 
people who can only work three four 
hours per day; for those who can work 
all day, but have “take easy;” for 
those who can work well, but who must 
home. 

While Mrs, Ward’s article emphasized 
the veterans angle, the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary has concerned itself ex- 
tensively with the overall educational 
and research program Hansen’s dis 
ease. the November 1954, edition 
National News account the Past 
Presidents Parley was given Chair- 
man Laura Goode, Portland, 
Mrs. Goode visited here 1949, when 
she National President 
maintained active interest Car- 
ville, particularly our 
program. She selected this program 
one the projects the Past Presi- 
dents Parley and, her article, she 
called all the Departments the 

“There are number definite 
things can help teach the 
Mrs. Goode: 


STAR, one for your local library and 
one for your Unit members. (Suggest 
the Unit Secretary receive the magazine 
and pass other members.) 

Secure many individuat sub- 
scriptions possible. Interest many 
other veterans’ organizations, service 
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and civic clubs possible. 

Read Make Haste Beloved, 
Thelma Thompson; Miracle Car- 
ville Betty Martin, and Who Walk 
Alone Perry Burgess. 

that each Past Depart- 
ment President subscribe 

Devote least part one meet- 
ing during the year the educational 
program Carville.” 

Through its annual contribution 
one thousand dollars, the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary continues aid the 
forts the Leonard Wood Memorial, 
New York, the only Foundation this 
country devoted exclusively scienti- 
fic research Hansen’s disease, 

Thus, their tremendous contribu- 
tion our cause, the American Legion 
Auxiliary fulfilling every aspect 
true “friendship.” 


California Dermatologists Call 


When busy doctors enroute 
portant medical conventions out 
their way visit Carville, located 
rather remote section the South Lou- 
isiana countryside, one can sure they 
have much more than the average pro- 
fessional interest Hansen’s disease. 
California dermatologists, Dr. Paul Fas- 
al, San Rafael, and Dr. Gordon Mac- 
Donald, Riverside, are two such doc- 
tors. They were here early 
enroute the convention the Ameri- 
can Dermatological Association Chi- 
cago. doctors visited the offices 
THE STAR. Both said they see oc- 
casional case Hansen’s disease 
their practice, and Dr. Fasal declared, 
lenge presents,” 


Dr. Fasal consultant 
disease California State Health De- 
partment for northern California and 
consultant dermatopathology, Letter- 
man Army Hospital, San Francisco. 
‘an instructor dermatology the 
University California Medical 
School, Dr. Fasal greatly interested 
tropical medicine. first became in- 
terested disease his na- 
tive Vienna. saw cases Paris 
the St. Louis Hospital, and many more 
cases while stationed the Federated 
Malay States. has done some work 
Mexico with Professor Doctor Lata- 
pi, prominent authority. 

California considered slightly en- 
demic for Hansen’s disease and the 
State certainly fortunate have such 
outstanding dermatologists Drs. Fas- 
and MacDonald with special inter- 
est this field. 
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Scientist Lectures 


Leonard Wood Memorial bacteriolo- 
gist, John Hanks, Ph.D., the 
Research Laboratory, Depart- 
ment Bateriology and Immunology 
Harvard Medical School, Boston, 
Massachusetts, flew England Oc- 
tober, for three weeks where lec- 
tured research Hansen’s disease 
tuberculosis. 

Dr. Hanks spent one week Lon- 
don the Ciba Symposium 
culosis and Hansen’s disease, during 
which time spoke the physiologi- 
cal and immunological basis immun- 
ization and HD. The second 
week visited laboratories concerned 
with acid-fast bacteria tissue cul- 
ture. (The and bacilli are clas- 
sified acid-fast bacteria). spoke 
Cambridge the application 
metabolic studies Hansen’s disease re- 
search. The third week was spent the 
National Research Council laboratory 
Mill Hill where lectured again 
metabolic studies Hansen’s disease 

Dr. Hanks described his trip 
wonderful experience which broadened 
insight into many problems.” 


Honored 


Mrs, Eunice Weaver Rio Jan- 
eiro, Brazilian wife retired Method- 
its missionary Brazil, the Rev. 
Anderson Weaver, was recently hon- 
ored that county being named 
first Brazil’s New Minister 
Health, Dr. Miguel Conto. This hon- 
Mrs. Weaver has received for her pio- 
neering work Hansen’s 
vention and education Brazil. Other 
honors include the Order Merit 
both the Cuban and Paraguayan gov- 
ernments, well the National Order 
Merit from Brazil. Mrs. Weaver 
widely acclaimed founder Brazil’s 
child care program for the 
healthy children patients with Han- 
sen’s disease, one the most progres- 
sive the world. She president 
the Federation Societies against HD. 


The Ordre Charite, Couronne 
Par L’academie Francaise, has advised 
THE STAR that their president, 
Racul Follereau, left Paris October 
revisit communities for the care and 
treatment patients with Hansen’s dis- 
ease French Equatorial Africa, the 
Belgian Congo and Angola. Mr. Fol- 
lereau’s efforts aid these patients are 
extensive. plans create addition- 
committees for social assistance and 
put the work world wide basis, 


Seminarian Valuable Ally 


times when are faced with the 
enormity our problem educating 
the public “radiating the light 
truth Hansen’s disease,” only 
natural that our spirits should lag 
little. these times that need 
“shot the arm,” and that’s just what 
got, not long ago, when received 
letter from John Heslin, young 
Catholic seminarian from Sutton Cold- 
field College, Birmingham, England, 

was greatly refreshing hear from 
someone with keen insight into 
our problems Mr. Heslin. fu- 
ture priest, realizes his responsibil- 
ities keeping Biblical connotations 
the disease out range preaching. 
his own words, “Again preaching, 
are determined break away from 
the tradition the old school which 
revelled drawing parallels between 
leprosy and sin.” 

Mr. Heslin came into contact with 
THE STAR when used knowledge 
derived from build the spirits 
friend who had been diagnosed 
Hansen’s disease sufferer, Since that 
time, has been fascinated THE 
STAR, puts it. looks forward 
receiving and circulating copies, and 
once gave informal talk material 
from them other seminarians during 
Discussion Club meeting. 
ported that genuine and intelligent 
interest was being built in, what was 
them, new problem. 

Mr. Heslin will extremely valu- 
able ally have our fight. has 
intentions spreading much infor- 
His father physician, and has 
placed copies THE STAR the 
waiting room his father’s office. 


Gifts 


December, Sir Esler Dening, Brit- 
ish Ambassador Japan, gave al- 
bums musical recordings the Hos- 
pital for Hansen’s disease Kusatsu.... 
Military Air Transport Service flew 
more than hundred pounds medi- 
cine community near Pusan, 
Korea, gift the Hollywood Women’s 
Press Club.... Loretta Young sent 
crate cosmetics Mokogai set- 
tlement the Fiji Islands. Patients 
out there use for their stage shows.... 
The Third Marine Regiment presented 
checks representing $2,145.66 the 
Resurrection community near 
oka, Japan. Missionary Sisters Christ 
the King operate the Community. 
There are one hundred patients, 
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Retiring Legion 
Friend 


The American Legion has number 
National Field Respresentatives 
different areas the country but the 
one whom Carville knows best and 
whom owe lasting debt grati- 
tude has retired. Claude 
Brown, 67, Little Rock. Mr, Brown’s 
retirement National Respresenta- 
tive the Legion, effective December 
31, 1954, was announced the Arkan- 
sas Legionnaire (December 24, 1954). 
stated that, devoted servant the 
American Legion since becoming Ar- 
kansas’ frst full time Adjutant 1921, 
his service lifetime represents and par- 
allels that the American Legion it- 
self.” 

Claude Brown paid his first visit 
Carville July 14, 1943. came 
his official capacity accompanied 
Charles Deck, New Orleans, then the 
Legion’s Assistant State Service Com- 
missioner. That first visit and many 
others which followed over the years 
contributed significantly important 
changes marking the transition from 
the old Carville the new. Within 
few minutes after met Claude 
Brown, opened his briefcase and 
took from copy THE STAR. 
dimly mimeographed those days, 
and commented: “This publication 
should printed magazine form 
with mailing privileges.” the time 
did not know that Claude was 
old newspaperman, and graduate 
the School Journalism, University 
Missouri. Before World War 
served city editor newspapers 
Red Wing, Minnesota; Muskogee, Okla- 
homa; St. Louis, Missouri; San Antonio 
and Austin, Texas, and was night edi- 
tor the Paso Times, 

Before the year ended, THE STAR 
had its first printing press. Claude 
Brown had interested the Grand Voi- 
ture Louisiana Forty and Eight, 
through Sam Rubin Monroe, then 


Louisiana’s Grand Chef, provide it. 


Claude said, are combating aged 
phobias and fears our big job will al- 
ways education the public.” 

When Claude Brown said “our” 
meant it. From the beginning iden- 
tified himself with the patients’ cause. 
His quick grasp the patients’ point 
view, even understanding some 
our pet peeves, was tremendously en- 
His attitude that time les- 
sened considerably the 
ity the struggle and matched his 
attitude with action. 

Claude Brown’s job took him 
ington regularly and Carville’s interests 


were always his agenda. There 
conferred with officials the U.S. 
lic Health Service and with Congress- 
men. 1946, when the Surgeon Gen- 
eral the PHS formed his Advisory 
Committee Hansen’s disease the 
U.S., Claude Brown was one the Le- 
gion’s representatives this Commit- 
tee. From that Committee’s work stems 
many the improvements enjoy 
today. 

Claude Brown’s services behalf 
patients this hospital were always 
above and beyond that required his 
official duties. Knowing Claude, one 
can certain that retirement not, 
far Carville and the educational 
program Hansen’s disease are con- 
cerned, this will continue “our 
big job.” 


Better Telephone Service 
For 1955 


Southern Bell Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company building 
change Gabriel, village about 
six miles from this hospital. This ex- 
change will serve residents neigh- 
boring communities and 
Geary, Manager Southern 
Bell, stated that was scheduled 
complete the work and establish the 
service May 15, 1955. 

The new exchange serving this area 
will provide local service (no long dis- 
tance charge) calls customers con- 
nected the new exchange and also 
customers connected the Baton 
Rouge exchange. understand there 
will Coin Pay Phone Station the 
Recreation Building, dial system, 
course. now have call the Baton 
Rouge operator place long distance 
calls. There was telephone this 
hospital for patients’ use until 1936. 
Communication the soul progress, 
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James Casserly 


Carville patients, particularly the vet- 
erans hospitalized here, lost 
friend many years standing the 
death James Casserly his home 
New Orleans Dec. 23, 1954. Jim 
Casserly, past state commander 
Louisiana’s American Legion and past 
Grand Chef (state head) the Forty 
and Eight, and past national officer 
the organization, his title, Sous Chef 
Chemin Fer, being the equivalent 
National Vice-Commander, was one 
the very first Legionnaires visit 
Carville and take active interest 
local vets and bettering conditions 
here generally. This was back the 
early shortly after the government 
took over the institution. Jim never 
failed look after Carville’s interest 
both state and national conventions 
the Legion and his visits here contin- 
ued over the years, though recent 
years they were less frequent because 
illness. His final visit Carville was 
with Mrs, Casserly and his good friend, 
Lloyd Adams, Grand Chef the Forty 
and Eight, and Mrs. Adams Novem- 
ber 11, the last Veterans’ Day, which 
time enjoyed greeting several old 
friends and they indulged 
cing. 

Father Wm. Ruggeri, paster Im- 


Newspapers this area, particularly 
New Orleans and Baton Rouge, 
have given Carville and Hansen’s dis- 
ease considerable constructive publicity. 
They have seldom failed publish ac- 
counts our activities and the publici- 
has done much good informing 
the public. 

Outstanding examples are two fea- 
ture stories, well written and well il- 
lustrated which recently appeared 
the Times Picayune New Orleans States 
Dixie Roto magazine. Dixie, the TP— 
States Sunday supplement, reaches hun- 
dreds thousands readers. 

The first story appeared the Oc- 
tober 17, 1954 issue. was account 
the initiation Ann Page and Joev 
Guerrero into the International Chap- 
‘ter Beta Sigma Phi, cultural, social 
and service sorority, under the Soror- 
New Orleans chapter, Beta. 
told more than merely the story the 
initiation. explained how STAR 
staffers, Ann and Joey, came into con- 
sideration for membership, and gave 
some their backgrounds, well 
their plans for the future. 

was fitting that the Times Picayune 
should take cognizance the 60th an- 
niversary this hospital, since stories 


1955 


Called Eternity 


maculate Conception (Jesuits) Church, 
New Orleans, which Jim Casserly 
was member and usher for many 
years, spoke Jim “one nature’s 
gentlemen.” was indeed. was 
faithful worker the St. Vincent 
Paul Society, organization concerned 
with helping the poor and needy 
each parish. Captain the Artillery 
Corps during World War Mr. Cas- 
serly was member Military Order 
World Wars; New Orleans Kiwanis 
Club, which was director; Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order Elks; and 
was the sponsor high school Key 
Club the New Orleans Kiwanis Club. 

survived his widow, Mrs. 
Frances Casserly, and host friends. 
Jim’s splendid services community, 
state and nation and his determination 
and high spirit carry despite phys- 
ical handicaps will ever serve ex- 
ample. 

The, West Coast secretary the 
American Leprosy Missions, Inc., the 
Rev. George Southwell, 69, died 
his home Los Angeles, California 
Oct. 11. Mr. Southwell had been as- 
sociated with A.L.M. for the past 
years and time was charge 
the Mission’s branch offices both 
Los Angeles and Cleveland, spending 


Newspaper Stories Helpful 


the old “Picayune” back the 
played such vital part the estab- 
lishment this hospital. Dixie Roto 
(December 1954) carried 
tremely. informative and historically ac- 
curate story called “Journey New 
dealt with the experiences 
the first seven patients who travelled 
the Mississippi river from New Or- 
leans begin new settlement In- 
dian Camp plantation, the present site 
the Carville hospital, and the events 
leading that journey. 

The Baton Rouge State Times (Dec. 
22, 1954) reprinted the story from 
THE STAR 1954) 
Dr. Prejean, the resident dentist who 
has served Carville for years, Ernest 
Fischer the Associated Press, New 
Orleans bureau, complimented THE 
STAR its special commemorative 
edition and from selected material 
move AP’s national trunk wires 
23, 1954). The story bring- 
ing THE STAR fan mail, 

The New Orleans Times Picayune, 
the New Orleans States, the New Or- 
leans Item, the Baton Rouge Morning 
Advocate and the Baton Rouge State 
Times, all carried articles about holi- 
day activities this hospital. Our job 


half the year each. 

Several years ago, Mr. and Mrs. 
Southwell flew around the world 
days, covering 27,000 miles, during 
which time they visited hospitals 
communities for Hansen’s disease 
some countries. This trip gave the 
Southwells first hand picture con- 
ditions many institutions and 
often addressed audiences for promo- 
tional and educational purposes. Mr. 
Southwell visited Carville from time 
time. His final visit here was made last 
Spring, following the American Lep- 
rosy Mission’s convention Dallas. 

Mr. Southwell survived 
widow, Mrs, Ida Southwell, who has 
taken over his duties temporarily 
the mission’s Los Angeles branch of- 
fice, and daughter, Mrs. Clifton 
Moore, wife the radio and di- 
rector for the Los Angeles Presbytery. 


for the future will develop the 
same understanding attitude and spirit 
cooperation the part the press 
much greater scale. 
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have read the special edition 
THE STAR commemorating the 60th 
anniversary the hospital with the 
greatest. interest from one end the 
typography, and most admirably writ- 
ten and edited. 

was particularly interested Sis- 
ter beautifully 
written and most moving article. She 
has rare and wonderful gift. hope 
she can encouraged write further. 
The articles about the Camp and the 
Carville families gave much in- 
formation that lacked and about 
which have long been curious. “In 
the Old, Old Days” was also most in- 
formative, and was particularly 
pleased see the tribute Dr, Dyer, 
whose work behalf the sufferers 
from Hansen’s disease should never 
forgotten. You very fortunate 
having wealth excellent illustra- 
tions from, What you have 
used are most striking and instructive. 
fact, owe you thanks for most 
valuable hour reading. 

thank you for reprinting article 
about small share the creation 
Carville. Your introductory words 
are most generous and appreciate 
them very highly. must confess, how- 
ever, that this article doesn’t stack 
very well, accurate history, now that 
have had chance compare with 
the story the Times-Picayune De- 
cember Apparently, was error 
thinking that the first series articles 
began 1891; must have been con- 
siderably later—probably least year. 
should have recalled that these first 
articles led the establishment the 
New Orleans “pest house” hospi- 
tal, stated the but that fact 
had vanished from 
There evidently was second series 
articles beginning after the visit the 
Picayune office one the inmates 
the “pest house,” related 
article, when Ball was terrified 
the contact, These were the articles 
which, revealing the distressing con- 
ditions the Hagan Avenue place, led 
directly the taking over Indian 
Camp. Somehow, remember only 
first visit that inadequate institution, 
but apparantly there were others 
which the sorrowful case Clara 
Matts, among other themes, 
orously exploited. And the way, 
was error locating the “pest 
Broad street; the T-P makes clear 
that was Hagan Avenue, which 
wes anvthing even more remote from 
the heavily populated part the city. 
recall somewhat hazily, afraid, 
going down the river witness the 


Mail 


departure the seven gallant spirits 
that were the first Indian 
Camp, but the trip that place, 
regret say, not recall. The T-P 
intimates that the barge was towed 
tug-boat, and probably found 
bunk board and slept through the 
night, which may account for the blank 
memory where that episode 
should recorded. 

However, sure that all the ar- 
ticles that were printed the Picayune 
came from reportorial typewriter. 
Nobody else the Picayune was will- 
ing write them. 
though tacit, consent was the “leper 
Everything that related the 
subject was relegated me. You can't 
imagine the terror which any contact 
with Hansen’s disease inspired those 
days, even among the more less in- 
telligent members the newspaper 
fraternity. fellow reporters were not 
willing write about it, 
know that all the references the T-P 
article back efforts, even 
some them have vanished from 
memory, and others have come down 
through the years mangled and 
accurate shape. 


Perhaps the gaps recollection 
can excused when remember that 
since then great many years have 
passed, and many events have taken 
place the interval. For instance, there 
were five wars, big and little, which 
had small part. travelled much 
both this hemisphere and the other; 
and work Tulane was most 
absorbing character. suppose that 
way the chronicle youth has been 
gradually overlaid with others, and 
now difficult, even impossible, dig 
down and recover much that happened 
“In the Old, Old Days,” the title 
THE STAR’s article aptly puts it. 

John Kendall 
Cisney Ave. 
Floral Park, New York 

Mr. Kendall’s article “What Led 
Founding the Carville ap- 
pears page THE STAR 
Dec, 1954). read history Mr. 
Kendall’s letter and are fortunate 
have his enthusiastic and continued 
interest matter which came his 
attention more than years ago. —Ed. 


was very much pleased receive 
copy the special edition 
STAR commemorating the 60th anni- 
versary the hospital. most 
comprehensive document and very in- 
teresting read. Some these days 
hope pay call you Carville, 
and see the great developments that 


have taken place since were there. 

There just one point about the 
presentation THE STAR and that 
that reference was made Dr. 
Walter Simpson, who was the one 
credited with urging make 
the experiments Promin. had 
not done probably would not have 
entered the field all, 


Cowdry, M.D. 
Washington Uuniversity 
St. Louis, Mo. 


mental work with Promin “Murine 
Leprosy” included “Turning 
Point,” page THE STAR (Nov.- 
Dec. 1954). Dr. Cowdry’s work with 
Promin set the stage for its trial 
Hansen’s disease Carville. was 
Simpson, now Laguna Beach, 
Calif., then Director the Kettering 
Foundation, Dayton, Ohio, 
gested Dr. Cowdry that test the 
action Promin and Dr. Cowdry 
right, Dr. Simpson should credited 
accordingly. did “Twentieth 
Century (STAR-Jan. 1950). 
“Turning Point” was revision 
“Twentieth Century Miracle.” 
gret the omission, —Ed. 


Thank you for assembling that im- 
portant historical issue THE STAR 
for those who are interested 
the study Hansen’s disease. This 
very significant contribution the 
history this disease this country. 

You may interested know that 
even though we, with our post-graduate 
students, have not returned Carville 
recent years, that the teaching 
Hansen’s disease regular part 
our instruction the physicians who 
are learning dermatologists. 
now have group men training 
from all parts the world, this 
fact also stimulus for our continued 
teaching Hansen’s disease. 


Leon Goldman, M.D. 
Professor Dermatology 
University Cincinnati 
College Medicine 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


THE STAR receiving many fine 
letters from different parts 
the country and the world, com- 
menting our special commemorative 
edition 1954). appreci- 
ate and wish could pub- 
lish all them. They contain such 
comments this one from Lois Jack- 
son, president, Soroptimist Club, 
Shreveport, La., “THE 
trayal the history Carville 
‘Oscar’ publication,” 


January 1955 
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acts that you should disease 


“In order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference disease) 
Cairo, Egypt, March, 1938 


The medical world classes disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age, also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
as, and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control 
eases Man, 1950). These APHA recommendations are 
“officiai” with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded fifty-eight years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 13, are ad- 


mitted freely, They are not required take special 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their 
for periods month, 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
none these have met the requirements 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more 
115 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* 

THE TRANSMISSION THE THE 

Hansen’s, Once that determined, the 


happens sick will done away with. 


‘ 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers. 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 


.ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 


most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop, 
sheer What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 

the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the -two germs. 


not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York Gity) and 
and patients those states are subject 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N-H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 
N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 


for after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social gather- 


ing. 


. 


Distinguished Viewpoint 


use the term Hansen’s disease because today everyone trying get away 
from that awful word “leprosy” which has many unhappy that, 
when most hear it, take leave our senses and become cruel and un- 
reasonable. 

have said here before, only very slightly contagious disease. doubt 
today experts this disease believe that segregation the victims neces- 
sary advisable. Certainly, the men and women with veneral diseases are 
thousand times more dangerous the nation, and yet let them free. 


Certainly, when patient with Hansen’s disease discharged cured, without 
blemish him, one should fear him. would perfectly willing have 
him visit home. 


—Walter Alvarez, M.D., Emeritus Consultant Medicine, Mayo Clinic, 
and Emeritus Professor Medicine, Mayo Foundation, 


From Dr. Alvarez’s syndicated column “How Live” October 28, 1954. 
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